ESSAYS: POLITICAL AND NATIONAL

trade.    Our programme  includes   the   use   of
your raw materials which we consider vital to
our welfare.    We propose in exchange to sell
you our manufactures, and if you are not yet
sufficiently civilised to   appreciate   and   desire
them we shall take steps to make you so.    If
you consent to this and take no  measures   to-
protect your own industries at the expense   of
of ours, we shall permit you to  govern    your-
selves,   provided    always    that    no    political
exigency arises which would make it necessary
for us to   annex   you.    If   this    should    ever
become necessary, we   shall  of   course confer
upon you the blessings of education and   what,
little share in the management, of   your    own
affairs,   your   natural    lack    of    ability    and
incapacity makes possible.71
This seerns to the writer to express the:
average view-point of the West, at its best,
until comparatively recently. At its worst, it-
was merely a preamble to plant the flag of
one's country upon the shore of any island or
continent where the flag of no other powerful
European country had been previously set up,.
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